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SAGE

butter and cheese. It was also used
for its medicinal qualities as a dia-
phoretic in eruptive diseases of chil-

dren. It is used as a dye in many
localities, but most of it is imported.
It is water soluble or it would be a
good dye for cloth. It is a fall-bloom-
ing crocus, which has a flower with
lavender-white flowers and orange-
yellow stigmas. The bulbs are peren-
nial and come up every year, if un-
disturbed.

SOIL AND CLIMATIC REQUIREMENTS:
Any good sandy loam that is not too
well supplied with nitrogen or organic
matter and that is well drained is
suitable for growing the bulbs. The
less nitrogen in the soil, the more in-
tense will the dye become, although
the yield will be lower. The bulbs are
very hardy and will live through win-
ters just as the spring-blooming sorts
do.

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS: The bulbs
are planted in rows or even broadcast
in ground that will not be disturbed.
The spring-blooming sorts are usually
planted in the lawn, but the fall-
blooming kinds cannot be placed
tliere, as the leaves will be cut off in

mowing. They can be dug in the
spring and stored until August, \\hcn
they can be planted about 2 inches
deep. If left in the ground* >car after
year, they should be given 4 to 6
inches. If dug c\ cry year, they can be
placed 2 inches apart. They will
make small bulblets by wfiich the
plantings can be increased. Any ir-
regularity in the petals should be a
warning to discard the bulbs, as a
virus disease may be the cause cf the
abnormality. With the source cf saf-
fron shut of!, this may be a good side
line.

Sage

DESCRIPTION: The garden sage \Sal-
via officinalis] is a perennial garden
herb much used in the flavoring of
sausages, dressings, and sauces. It IB a
semi-shrubby, hardy plant that grows
in mountainous country on sunny
slopes. The whole plant has a very
strong aromatic odor and a bitterish,
aromatic, slightly astringent taste. It
contains an essential oil called CHI of
Sage. The plant has small lanceolate

leaves on a farandied stem, whkli
produces fiowerstalks that have clus*